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Seven deaths occurred in the civic hospital. Death rate, 40.41. 
La grippe seems to be on the increase in this vicinity ; no deaths 
reported from this cause up to date. Owing to the strike on the railway 
the work on the Menendez Line steamers from Batabano is more than 
doubled. Friday, February 8, the . steamship Josefita arrived from 
Batabano with a passenger list of 111 

. 
and crew of 36. 

Saturday, February 9, was one of the heaviest days for vessels entering 
this port since the United States Marine-Hospital Service has been 
established here, 7 vessels having been inspected and passed with a 
total of 212 crew and 90 passengers ; 16 vessels inspected and given 
pratique ; 15 vessels were issued bills of health for other ports ; 8 alien 
steerage passengers were inspected ̂nd allowed to land ; 38 health cer- 
tificates issued to outgoing passengers ; 40 pieces baggage leaving Cien- 
faegos, inspected and passed ; 98 pieces baggage entering Cienfuegos, 
inspected and passed ; 36 pieces baggage destination Santiago, labeled 
to be disinfected at that port ; 7 pieces baggage destined for ports in 
this district, inspected and passed, and 17 pieces baggage disinfected at 
this port. 

Casilda . - Dr. M. Aparicio, temporarily in charge during the absence 
of Dr. Cantero, reports 5 deaths in the city of Trinidad during the 
week, no contagious diseases reported, and 8 vessels inspected. 

Santa Cruz Del Sur . - Dr. Juan E. Xiques reports no deaths in that 
port during the week, no contagious diseases reported, and 7 vessels 
inspected. 

Respectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon , U. S. M . H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, 
U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Havana - The Pan-American Medical Congress . 

Havana, Cuba, February 11, 1901 . 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the transac- 

tions at this station during the week ended February 9, 1901: 
There has been only 1 death from yellow fever during the week, and 

but 3 new cases have been reported, 1 an American, another a British 
subject, and the third French. During the month of January the sani- 
tary department of this city reported 24 cases of yellow fever as occur- 
ring, with 7 deaths. The third Pan- American medical congress held its 
sessions in the city of Havana during the past week. The number of 
delegates in attendance, while not quite so large as was fexpected, was 
compensated for by the value of the papers presented. Maj. Gen. 
Leonard Wood, governor-general of the island, presided at the opening of the congress, held in the Gran Teatro de Tacón, Monday evening, 
making a fitting and concise address of welcome. General evening sessions were held Tuesday and Thursday at the Marti theater, and an 
entertainment by the Asociación Médica de Socorrós Mútüos at the 
Jané theater, Wednesday evening. 

The sections of general medicine, general hygiene, and demography, and marine hygiene and quarantine possibly presented the focal points of interest. In the first-named, the joint paper of Drs. Beed, Carroll, and Agramonté contributed additional results of their investigations in relation to yellow fever - that the mosquito is the intermediate host for the parasite of this disease - of which the following is an abstract : " In this additional note we present briefly the results of our further 
investigations on this important subject, which we have continued at an 
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experimental sanitary station (Camp Lazear) near the town of Quema- 
dos, Cuba. 

" At this station, under strict quarantine, and with all other sources 
of infection absolutely excluded, we have succeeded in infecting 85.71 
per cent of those individuals who have been bitten by purposely con- 
taminated mosquitoes (culex fasciatus). 

"Our observations do not confirm the opinion that mosquitoes carry 
the specific agent in their probosces and simply transfer it from one 
individual to another in a mechanical way, but appear to demonstrate 
that the parasite of this disease must undergo a distinct cycle of devel- 
opment in the body of the mosquito before the latter is capable of 
conveying the infection. This period would seem to be not less than 
twelve days. 

uWe also consider in this paper the question of house infection, and 
are able to show that this infection is due to the presence of mosquitoes 
that have previously bitten cases of yellow fever, and that the danger 
of contracting this disease may be avoided, in the case of nonimmune 
individuals who sleep in this building, by the use of a wire screen. 

u We also demonstrate by observations made at this camp that cloth- 
ing and bedding contaminated by contact with yellow-fever cases, and 
by the excreta of these patients, is absolutely without effect in convey- 
ing this disease. '• We are, therefore, justified in concluding that yellow fever is only 
propagated by the bite of the mosquito (culex), and that the disinfec- 
tion of articles of clothing and bedding soiled by the excreta in this 
disease is no more required than in the case of like articles soiled by a 
patient with an attack of malarial fever." 

The reading of this paper was received with earnest and marked 
attention, and it was recognized that the conditions under which the 
experiments were conducted responded to scientific requirements. At 
the same time its possible weak points were recognized by practical 
sanitarians and quarantine officers present, in that too broad deductions 
and conclusions were drawn from the premises ; and while acknowledging 
the value of the experiments made, further investigation would seem 
necessary. Festina lente. 

The supposed relation of the mosquito to yellow fever was presented 
by Dr. Carlos A. Finlay, of Havana, some years ago, in a general way, 
and the period of time between primary and secondary cases in the 
development of yellow fever was observed by Surgeon Carter, of this 
Service, upon the Gulf coast of the United States. In 1848 Nott, an 
American, suggested that both yellow and malarial fever were conveyed 
through mosquitoes. 

In the sections on hygiene and quarantine Dr. Alvah H. Doty, of New 
York, and Dr. Henry B. Horlbeck, of Charleston, presented valuable 
papers upon these subjects. The writer also contributed a description 
of the 4 4 Quarantine defense of the island of Cuba," conducted by the 
Marine- Hospital Service, showing how quarantinable diseases are now 
excluded from the island, as well as the introduction of yellow fever into 
the United States. Attention was also called to the fact that when 
yellow fever is stamped out in the near future its reintroduction into 
Cuba must be guarded against from other infected ports. 

Surg. Gen. Walter Wyman, at the closing session, read an article of 
more than usual interest, entitled " Sanitation and Progress," the pur- 
port of which was that philanthrophy guided into channels of sanitation 
would result in greater benefit than the founding of hospitals and asy- 
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lums, widening the scope of charitable work and producing more desir- 
able results, and that scientific and beneficial sanitation for the world 
are to be attained by international cooperation. 

It was also shown that bacteriologists have arrived at a period of 
pause. These scientific searchers are now reviewing their field of labor. 
This is an attitude to be desired. Constant research and investigation 
in one direction is apt to limit the field of vision, resulting in erroneous 
deductions from effect to cause. 

I submit the usual mortality report for the week ended February 9? 
1901. 

Respectfully, A. H. Glennan, 
Surgeon , U. 8 . M. H. $., 

Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba . 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service . 
[Inclosure.] 

Summary of transactions at Havana for week ended February 9 , 1901. 
PASSENGER DEPARTMENT. 

Number of passengers inspect ed       812 
Number of passengers vaccinated  37 

Total  849 

INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT. 
Immigrants inspected en route to Santiago  234 
Immigrants vaccinated   31 

Total    265 
HARBOR DEPARTMENT. 

Number of vessels inspected, arriving  28 
Number of vessels inspected and cleared  22 
Aggregate number of crews inspected on arriving vessels   682 
Aggregate number of crews inspected on departing vessels  1, 017 Number of passengers inspected on arriving vessels  597 

Total...    2,346 
SHORE-DISINFECTING PLANT. 

Number of pieces of baggage disinfected  97 Number of pieces express matter disinfected  2 
Passengers' baggage inspected and passed   1? 321 Express matter inspected and passed  548 
Freight matter inspected and passed    9 

Total amount handled   i 878 

Immigration department labelled baggage to be disinfected  123 
BARGE SANATOR. 

Number of vessels disinfected  1 
Mortality statistics for week ended February 9 , 1901. 

Tuberculosis  14 La grippe  1 Enteritis  7 Pneumonia  4 Malarial fever    3 Meningitis  
 

! 7 Yellow fever  1 Total number deaths from all causes.. 106 Enteric fever  2 
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